M. Christine Bonville
July 21, 1949 - August 31, 2020

NEW HARTFORD - Chris Bonville, 71, passed away peacefully on August 31, 2020, at St.
Elizabeth’s Medical Center with her family by her side.
Chris was born on July 21, 1949, in Utica, the daughter of Archie and Shirley (McBride)
Bonville. She was a graduate of St. Francis de Sales High School, earned her Bachelor’s
Degree from Columbia University, and her Master’s Degree from Long Island University,
both in Physical Therapy.
Chris went on to be a pioneer of in-school developmental therapy for disabled children,
increasing access to therapeutic care for thousands of Central New York students and
their families. In 1980 she founded Developmental Therapy Associates which employed
numerous local Physical and Occupational Therapists. Chris and her business recently
celebrated 41 years of successful and valued in-school services throughout many local
school districts across the CNY region.
Predeceased by her parents and brother, Michael, she is survived by her sisters and
brother in law, Susanne and Robert Webb and Kathleen Bonville; nieces and nephews
and their spouses, Dan and Christine, Pat and Lisa, Chris and Louis, Kevin and Allison,
Denise and Dean, David and Toni; great-nieces and nephews, Nichole and Andrew, Erin
and Kevin, Allie and Joe, Geoffrey and Alexis, Ashley and Joel, Ethan and Azariah,
Caden, Amelia, Adeline and Jon; great-great nieces and nephews, Connor, Elsie and
Valencia, as well as a legion of treasured friends, far too many to name.
In keeping with Chris’s wishes, a celebration of life will be held at a later date.
Arrangements are under the direction of McGrath, Myslinski, Karboski & Nunn Funeral
Directors, 470 French Rd., Utica.
In lieu of flowers, remembrances in Chris’s name may be made to the Abraham House,
1203 Kemble St., Utica, NY 13501, or at ww.theabrahamhouse.org/donate.

Comments

“

So sorry to read the passing of a remembered really nice individual & HS classmate.
I extend my sincere condolences to the Bonville Family and will honor your wishes.
Ruth Pugliese

Rap Pugliese - September 17 at 02:42 PM

“

Chris was one of the nicest and brightest people to know. She showed a zest for all
things of interest to her. Sorry to hear of her passing

Mike Tomaselli - September 15 at 05:47 PM

“

Chris was a force in the universe and I am grateful to have had the privilege of
knowing and working with her. Her name and legacy will be remembered. My
deepest sympathies go out to you. Susan O. Shaffer

Susan Shaffer - September 11 at 02:48 PM

“

Under Chris's picture in our DeSales '67 yearbook it says, "She mixed wisdom with
pleasure and reason with mirth" - a great description of one of the brightest, wittiest
and talented people I've known. Please accept my condolences. Connie Farley

connie farley - September 11 at 02:36 PM

“

Sorry to hear about the passing of Christine Bonville. I remember Christine at a
family reunion we had. Bill Bonville and Family

Bill Bonville - September 10 at 10:50 AM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of M. Christine Bonville.

September 08 at 10:03 AM

“

So many wonderful memories of visits to camp. Chris was a wonderful host and good
friend for many years. She will be missed.
Frank and Sheila Marlenga

Sheila Marlenga - September 06 at 08:20 PM

“

I just recently met Christine and found her the most beautiful person. I understand all
the love being expressed here and offer my deepest sympathies to family and
friends. May the wonderful memories in your heart help you through your loss.
Christine Humphrey

Christine Humphrey - September 06 at 11:27 AM

“

Sue, We are so sorry to learn of the passing of your sister. Please accept our
deepest sympathy.

Tom & Rosemary Walker - September 06 at 07:55 AM

“

I have a very heavy heart over the lose of my good friend, but the memories are full
of smiles! The all nite games of cribbage at camp, stopping everyday after work and
the hour long phone calls solving the problems of the world. Life will not be the same
without you. Miss you much!

Marion Reagan - September 05 at 09:35 AM

“

It is with a sad heart that I learned of my dear friend, Chris Bonville's, death. Chris
and I had been friends for over 45 years. I have so many fond memories of Chris that
I will cherish for the rest of my days. Too many to tell. Right now I just want to think
about this wonderful human being and her legacy to all she has left behind.
Chris was a wonderful daughter, sister, aunt, cousin, and friend. She was a friend for
life. Chris loved to laugh. She loved children and was an excellent pediatric physical
therapist. She helped countless children. I know because I worked with her for many
years.
Chris loved to cook. She made it a point to learn many of my grandmother's recipes.
Chris was Irish but she cooked like an Italian. That was a good thing. She drank like
the Irish- the best of both worlds!

Chris was one of the smartest people I knew. Her advice was always worth taking
and I learned to regret it when I didn't. Chris was kind and generous. She would do
anything for anyone. Chris loved to entertain her family and friends. She threw some
great and memorable parties.
Chris was a very special person. I loved Chris and I am proud to have called her my
friend. I am sure there is a very big party going on in heaven with Chris in the middle
of it surrounded by her loved ones. I will miss her terribly along with many others.
Until we meet again M. Christine Bonville. Save a place at your table for me.
Mary Bronga - September 05 at 08:30 AM

“

I knew Chris from a very young age as she was a very good friend of my Mother’s. I
remember they would talk and laugh on the phone for hours. How they loved to trade
recipes. Then one day when I needed someone the most Chris was there for me. I
will miss our lunches and our talks. I like to think that you are both up there laughing
together. Chris will always have a special place in my heart and her recipes will live
on in my kitchen.
Daisy Skarnulis

Daisy Skarnulis - September 04 at 08:57 PM

“

An infectious smile and chuckle, a root cause of DeSales detentions, a beautiful mind
, heart and family, Christine never fully realized how very much she was loved by her
friends, colleagues and all those she touched along her life’s journey.
May she Rest In Peace and continue to shine from above.
Mary Annette Danella

Mary Annette Danella - September 04 at 01:39 PM

“

This very weekend 24 years ago Chris and all my relatives were together to
celebrate Dean and my marriage. Chris and I had a private "girl" talk; as we did so
many times during our visits. Out of the blue she handed me the most beautiful
diamond errings and said "I'd like for you to wear these on your wedding day." She
was just that kind of a woman....fun, generous, smart, caring and loving. May you
rest in Peace until we meet again.

Karen Paonessa - September 03 at 07:37 PM

“

“

Chris was always such a generous person-so many fond memories with the McBride
get togethers!! Her noble heart failed because she gave so much of it away!! Rest In
Peace dear Christine!! God Bless-Wendy, Courtney, Katie and Michael

wendy benton - September 03 at 04:43 PM

