Leah P. (Paige) Swertfager
March 16, 1927 - August 5, 2020

UTICA - Leah P. Swertfager, 93, passed away peacefully on August 5, 2020, at the Sitrin
Health Care Center.
She was born on March 16, 1927, in Utica, to the late Philo and Gertrude (Barnes) Paige.
Leah was a graduate of Utica Free Academy. On August 21, 1948, she married Richard A.
Swertfager at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, a blessed union of 39 years until his passing
in May of 1988. In her later years she was a clerk at Hemstrought’s Bakery of South Utica.
Leah is survived by her children, Janis Jones of New Hartford, Karen Oeinck of Utica;
grandchildren, Kristine (Shawn) Shaffer, Evan Jones, Teresa (Nikolai) Melnikow and
Richard (Stephanie) Oeinck; great-grandchildren, Isabella and Morgan Shaffer, Bryson,
Landon and Layla Oeinck. She was predeceased by her only cousin, Rear Admiral Willis
C. Barnes, USN. Leah also leaves her dear friend Evelyn Dryden.
Leah had long family ties to Utica stretching back to the mid 1800’s. She was especially
interested in knowing her family history. This interest was reignited by Stephen Best, aided
by Thomas Barnes, who researched her grandfather’s musical contributions to Utica. She
was very proud of the fact that the Barnes and Buhl organ company built the organ in
Historic Old St John’s Church Utica. She was honored to be a part of Proctor’s ROTC
scholarship ceremonies in memory of her cousin Willis Barnes.
She enjoyed traveling, near or far. She had a special affection for animals her whole life.
Leah loved Symonds Pl., where she lived for 80 years till the age of 92.
Mom was tiny with a mighty determination and will. She loved a smoke, a good drink and
a good laugh, if it was an “off color” joke, so much the better!
The family would like to express our extreme gratitude to everyone at Sitrin Cedarbrook
during her stay there. Special thanks to Taylor and the staff at Sitrin Long Term Care
Aspen House for caring for her and keeping her safe and well during this time of COVID

when we could not be with her.
While we appreciate any acts of kindness at this time please consider a charity of your
choice.
Services will be private and at the convenience of the family.

Comments

“

I met Leah just by chance when I was researching the life of her grandfather, Albert
L. Barnes, said to have been Utica's greatest musician. We had wonderful times
trading information and stories, and she was thrilled when Mr. Barnes's music began
to receive national attention 100 years after he had faded into obscurity. Leah
welcomed each new discovery with the enthusiasm of a youngster, as if a mystery
had been solved. We chattered away as if we had known one another for decades,
she with a sparkle in her eye, a smile, and a chuckle! What a delightul person. How
fortunate I am to have met her!

Stephen Best - August 10 at 02:42 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Krissy - August 06 at 02:46 PM

“

Dear Karen, I never met your Mom but by the stories you told me she lived a beautiful life.
Rest In Peace
Kim Myers- Celecki - August 07 at 03:11 PM

“

Karen, I remember your Mother so well. She was a pleasant woman who always had a kind
word for everyone. Ron and I are very sorry for your loss. My Mom and Dad now have
someone else to talk to up above. I will keep her in my prayers. Love, Cathy and Ron
Cathy Jubis - August 18 at 06:16 PM

