Laura Hedel-Hyer Putnam
June 26, 1967 - December 14, 2019

Laura Hedel-Hyer Putnam, 52, passed away unexpectedly on December 14, 2019, at
home.
Laura was born on June 26, 1967, in New Hartford, the daughter of the late Kurtis and
Janet (Dobbs) Hedel. She was a graduate of Whitesboro High School and SUNY Potsdam
where she earned a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and Master of Science in Elementary
Education.
Laura taught 6th grade at Sauquoit Valley Elementary School. She was a passionate and
dedicated teacher, and positively impacted thousands of students throughout her career.
Laura was a loving wife, mother, sister, aunt and friend. She enjoyed nature and feeding
the back-yard birds, reminding her of her parents. She loved her daily walks and time with
friends and family. Laura was devoted to her three sons and took great pleasure in
supporting them in their activities. She was an active member of the Whitesboro Hockey
Boosters and served as president of the Whitesboro Soccer Boosters.
She is survived by her husband, Matthew; children, Jacob and Luke Hyer and Evan
Putnam, Whitesboro; her sister, Jennifer (Terry) Shedd, Deerfield; nieces, Stephanie
Ciotti, Chelsea (Dom) Tucci, Samantha (Richard) Swank, and nephew, Zack Ciotti. She
also leaves her in-laws, Ernest and Alice Putnam, Holland Patent, and several other
Putnam family members. Laura will be dearly missed by her many close friends and coworkers.
The family would like to offer a special thank you for the outpouring of loving support
during this time.
Relatives and friends are invited and may call on Friday from 4-7 p.m. at McGrath,
Myslinski, Karboski & Nunn Funeral Directors, 470 French Rd., Utica. Funeral services will
be on Saturday at 10 a.m. at First Presbyterian Church of Utica.

In lieu of flowers, remembrances in Laura’s name may be made to Hope House, Habitat
for Humanity or Feed Our Vets. Envelopes will be available at the funeral home.

Events
DEC
20

Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

McGrath, Myslinski, Karboski & Nunn Funeral Directors
470 French Road, Utica, NY, US, 13502

DEC
21

Service

10:00AM

First Presbyterian Church
1605 Genesee Street, Utica, NY, US, 13501

Comments

“

Robin Cieslak lit a candle in memory of Laura Hedel-Hyer Putnam

Robin Cieslak - December 20, 2019 at 09:46 PM

“

We are so sorry for your family's loss and have donated to Oneida County Habitat for
Humanity in Laura's memory.
Sincerely, Kristina Boylan and the Fox Family.

Kristina Boylan - December 20, 2019 at 12:11 PM

“

So sad to hear this awful news about Laura. Our boys had her in elementary school
which probably was her first years as a teacher and she was full of energy and fun.
She definitely was their favorite teacher! As years have gone by I know the wisdom
she instilled in her students lives on. Her smile was infectious and she will never be
forgotten! Prayers to all of you during this difficult time and may your memories ease
your pain in the days ahead. Kathy and Scott Briggs

Kathy Briggs - December 19, 2019 at 03:21 PM

“

Matt,
So sad to hear of your loss. I will ask God in my prayer time to comfort you and your
family. God blessed you by design,bringing you a wife and children to share life with.
.
May you seek comfort in your memories of Her and from his words of hope to us in
the Bible. Thinking of you and yours.

David Rose - December 19, 2019 at 01:55 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Laura Hedel-Hyer
Putnam.

December 19, 2019 at 09:19 AM

“

I do not have a memory of her per say. However , she graduated from high school
when I did . I work with her son’s hockey coach and when I heard this I was shocked
and it made me think this could be me! I have three children and husband and I am
also a teacher .

elizabeth lepper - December 19, 2019 at 09:13 AM

“

Mrs. Hyer-Putnam was the first teacher I had at Sauquoit when I moved there in
1999 for 3rd grade. Being so new to the school, I was scared of being in a new
environment with different kids. She helped me feel comfortable and safe and helped
to ease my transition between schools. She was an incredible teacher and I am very
lucky to have had her as an influence in my younger years. Condolences to her
family in this difficult time.

Ryan - December 19, 2019 at 12:34 AM

“

We are so sorry for the Loss of your sister and Aunt. And to her family our deepest
condolences. From Carl and Cindy Ciotti Guiliano
Cindy Ciotti Guiliano - December 20, 2019 at 03:09 PM

“

I had ms. Putnam for 6th grad social studies. I was a new kid in school and she
made me feel so welcome and so at home in such an unfamiliar place. She will be
extremely missed.

Timothy Redmond - December 19, 2019 at 12:28 AM

“

Mrs Hyer-Putnam was my 2nd & 6th grade teacher when I was in 2nd grade she had
helped me through so much that still to this day I talk so much about her if it wasn’t
for her and the love she showed for amazing teaching I wouldn’t have the courage I
do today.
You are in Heaven now and I’ll always remember how much you loved to bounce my
curls and in your words you always said “wrap,snap go annddd bounce!” Love
always Nichole

nichole - December 18, 2019 at 09:00 PM

“

We are very sorry For Laura’s family. She was our son’s teacher many years ago and
was an incredible inspiration. She really loved her job and it showed.

julian - December 18, 2019 at 05:09 PM

“

Our condolences to Laura's family and friends. We had the pleasure of knowing
Laura before she was married or teaching. She was always very kind and loving. We
were so happy to have her teach our sons at Sauquoit Middle School . She loved her
school family and all the children she came in contact with and had a fierce love for
her boys. I'm sure she'll continue to walk beside her boys and guide them in the
years to come. May your memories sustain you at this difficult time. With Sympathy,
The Stalker Family

Devra Stalker - December 18, 2019 at 12:36 PM

“

Our condolences to Laura's family. She was a very kind and special teacher who
touched many lives. When she talked about her sons and her family her eyes always
lit up. She was a very kind and wonderful person. She will be deeply missed. With
our deepest sympathy, LIsa, Steve, Jackson and Zack Murphy.

Murphy - December 18, 2019 at 11:24 AM

“

Sauquoit Valley Middle School purchased the Sentiments of Serenity Spray for the
family of Laura Hedel-Hyer Putnam.

Sauquoit Valley Middle School - December 18, 2019 at 10:38 AM

“

Hollenbeck Family from Sauquoit School District purchased the Wildflower Seeds Build A Memory Garden for the family of Laura Hedel-Hyer Putnam.

Hollenbeck Family from Sauquoit School District - December 18, 2019 at 10:38 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Laura Hedel-Hyer Putnam.

December 18, 2019 at 09:50 AM

“

Karen Manginelli lit a candle in memory of Laura Hedel-Hyer Putnam

Karen Manginelli - December 18, 2019 at 09:41 AM

“
“

I will forever cherish all of the memories I have of time spent together my dear friend
Karen Manginelli - December 18, 2019 at 09:41 AM

Laura taught each of my children and from the first time I met her, I felt a connection. She
was a beautiful person inside and out and her smile whenever she spoke of her boys was
so evident. Although I did not know her in a deep personal way, I know she had an
immense compassion for life. My heart goes out to her children, her family and her friends,
and I hope your cherished memories give you some peace during this difficult time. Forever
loved ~ Condolences from the Hollenbeck Family.
Pamela Hollenbeck - December 18, 2019 at 10:30 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Laura Hedel-Hyer
Putnam.

December 17, 2019 at 05:01 PM

“

Friends are like stars even when you can’t see them you know they’re always there.
We love you Laura
College Suite 443

Ruth Brady - December 17, 2019 at 04:39 PM

“

Michele Baker lit a candle in memory of Laura Hedel-Hyer Putnam

Michele Baker - December 17, 2019 at 01:42 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Laura Hedel-Hyer Putnam.

December 17, 2019 at 01:39 PM

“

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of Laura Hedel-Hyer Putnam.

December 17, 2019 at 11:25 AM

“

My heart aches for the Hyer-Putnam family, especially her boys, no child should go
through this sort of pain, prayers and strength to all of you.
The Penree Family

Tammy Penree - December 17, 2019 at 10:08 AM

“

To the Hyer-Putnam Family
On behalf of the Whitesboro Athletic Department please know that our prayers and
thoughts are with you at this time.

Whitesboro Athletic Department - December 17, 2019 at 10:07 AM

“

I will miss our talks and doing your hair. You truly were a beautiful soul! Your boys
had an angel on earth and now their angel watches over them always!
To Laura’s 3 sons... your mom always expressed pure love and so much pride in the
3 of you! She shared many stories of being your mom. Please know that your mom
loved you more than anything else!!
Vikki Commisso

Vikki Commisso - December 16, 2019 at 07:39 PM

