Janice Dusseault
January 19, 1927 - April 30, 2018

Janice M. "Honey" (Holdridge) Dusseault, 91, passed away
peacefully on April 30, 2018, at the Teresian House, Albany. Her family was by her side.
Janice was born on January 19, 1927, in Niagara Falls, NY, the
daughter of Theodore Devere and Margaret (Stewart) Holdridge. She
graduated from Whitesboro High School and SUNY Canton. On May 10,
1947, Janice married Walter F. Dusseault in St. Paul's Catholic
Church, a blessed union of nearly 63 years. Janice worked as Cafeteria Manager/Dietitian
at Remsen Central School, in sales at Utica Leather Gift
Shop, and in testing with New Hartford Central Schools. She was a
member of the Green Thumb Gardeners, Amateur Antique and Collectors
Club, and two ballroom dance groups. She also volunteered at
Munson-Williams-Proctor Institute and other organizations.
Surviving are two daughters and a son-in-law, Susan and Francis
Walter, Niskayuna; Nannette Dusseault, Delmar; four sons and
daughters-in-law, Stephen and Linda (Williams) Dusseault, Barneveld;
Terence and Ellen (D'Amico) Dusseault, Rochester; Peter and Nalini
(Kini) Dusseault, Florida, and Paul and Nora (Kroll) Dusseault, Ilion;
brother-in-law, Fred Cellamare; son-in-law, Michael Zimmerman; former
son-in-law, Craig Chapman; beloved grandchildren, great grandchildren,
and several nieces, nephews and cousins. Grandchildren include: Luke and Matthew
Walter, Justin and Adam usseault, Laura (Dusseault) Dougherty, Terry, Jr., David, Michael,
Neil and Brian Dusseault; Sonya, Ryan and Andrew Dusseault,
Christopher and Kathleen Chapman, Erika (Zimmerman) Stritsman and Lori
(Zimmerman) Mayer. Nieces and nephews include: Anne and Scott
Cellamare; Virginia Kertenis, Judy Hart, Bonnie Wood, Diane Taslit;
Joanne, John, Gary, Tom, Bill, and Mike Nay; Laurel Wolner, Mary
Jerome, and Emily Zuhusky. Janice was predeceased by her cherished
husband, Walter F. Dusseault, in 2010; her beloved daughter,

Patrice M. Zimmerman, in 2015; sisters, Kae Nay and Mary Smith;
sister-in-law, Marie Cellamare, and brothers-in-law, Paul Nay and
William Murphy.
The objective facts of Janice's (“Honey's”) life suggest she was a woman
rooted in the traditional women's role---yet her vitality meant that
her energies extended beyond her home. In addition to her dedication to care for her large
family, she gave generously of herself to her church, friends, and community. Intensely
social, she was well-known and active in a variety of clubs and
organizations throughout her life. A beauty, she caught the eye of a schoolmate, Walter,
when they were young. Much later, he shared with his children his first
impression: "If I had a girlfriend like that -- I'd MARRY her!!” And
he did.
Known for her high spirits and wit, she enlivened many a room and
dance floor, from Whitesboro to New York City, where partygoers
cleared the floor to allow her and "Walt" to dance. Guidelines did not hem Honey in -- her
vibrant personality colored outside the lines and her energy seemed boundless. Honey
was clever and she was also one of the warmest people one could meet.
From childhood, Honey loved to move -- practicing cartwheels against
the garage, bundling up to skate on the Erie Canal before school,
taking dance lessons, and later as a mother, with her family of seven
children and husband, enthusiastically embracing river's-edge camping.
She cooked over wood fires and would dive into Moose River to be the first
one in each spring. She also established the tradition of sledding each New
Year's Day and learned all the intricate dances of the '40s and '50s, even
mastering Salsa. She never stopped moving. Into her 70s, Janice was still
riding her bike, sledding, and cross-country skiing.
Honey’s children and Walt benefited from all her activities -nourished by her exceptional cooking and learning from her pleasure in
doing it. Her children also learned the pleasures of reading, a love
of being outdoors in all kinds of pursuits, and being listened to when one
needed. Honey’s quieter side showed on "library night" when, coming home with a new
book, she'd curl up on the living room sofa, tuck her feet under her,
and with obvious pleasure, give in to a good long 'read', and some
leisure she didn't otherwise afford herself. She had an extraordinary vocabulary and a love
of words...so much so that she earned a nickname meaning "dictionary" from her gradeschool classmates. She nurtured her grandchildren even late into the night if one needed
to talk, shared her considerable wisdom, and her remarkable humor

about the world, and provided the guidance of one who would not tolerate
discrimination -- anywhere. She stood up to it, exhibiting a healthy rebelliousness when
she confronted it. We ALL benefited from her enthusiasm, and got to love and watch this
exceptional woman do what she loved -- and to enjoy life alongside
her.
Funeral services will be at 10 a.m., Saturday, November 10, at St. John
the Evangelist Church, New Hartford, where a Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated.
Interment will be in Mt. Olivet Cemetery, Whitesboro.
In lieu of flowers, you may wish to donate in Janice's name to a
charity of your choice, or to Doctors Without Borders. Envelopes will be available at the
church.
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Comments

“

To the Dusseault Family, My sincere condolences upon the loss of your beloved
Mother. She raised a wonderful family. Laurie Darman

Lauren Darman - May 30, 2018 at 10:37 AM

“

Dear Susan
It was a pleasure to meet you and an honor to learn a bit about your mom and
accompany her to her home town.
My sympathy to your family as well
Kathleen Sanger

kathy sanger - May 07, 2018 at 05:39 PM

“

Helen Bajakian lit a candle in memory of Janice Dusseault

Helen Bajakian - May 06, 2018 at 05:55 PM

“

Helen Bajakian lit a candle in memory of Janice Dusseault

Helen Bajakian - May 06, 2018 at 05:53 PM

“

Susan and Nannette
Just found out about your Mom today. Deepest Sympathy and Prayers for you and
your families.
Both of you were so dedicated taking care of Janice.
My Mom and I enjoyed dinner times with you and Janice in the Lounge. We enjoyed
you sharing stories of you growing up. Also loved looking at your family pictures.
Love,
Vicki, Helen Bajakian

Vicki Bajakian - May 06, 2018 at 05:50 PM

“

Vicki Bajakian lit a candle in memory of Janice Dusseault

Vicki Bajakian - May 06, 2018 at 05:26 PM

