Diana O'Looney
April 8, 1931 - April 25, 2020

NEW HARTFORD - Diana (Coupe) O’Looney died peacefully at home surrounded by
loved ones on Saturday, April 25.
Diana was born April 8, 1931, in Utica, NY, the daughter of the late Leo O. Coupe and
Helen FitzGerald Coupe. Diana was a graduate of Utica Free Academy. She received a
Bachelor of Arts from Marymount College in Tarrytown, NY, and a Master’s Degree in
Education and Reading from SUNY Cortland. She taught in the Utica Public School
System for 23 years.
Upon retirement, Diana volunteered at Thea Bowman House, dedicating love, time, and
resources to provide opportunities to those served by the organization. She was an active
member of the Eucharistic Ministry of Historic Old St. John’s Church. Her Catholic faith
provided a compass for her life. Prayers and liturgy were a daily companion through
difficult and joyous times. Her resilience, perseverance, and moral integrity were informed
by her faith.
Diana was a member of Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann, the traditional Irish music and
cultural group. She and her late husband Jim maintained close ties to Ireland through
Jim’s family connections and their love of Irish music. They opened their home to
numerous Irish musicians touring the US and once a week to local Comhaltas musicians
for a live music session. Diana prepared and served tea and snacks for the group. She
always loved listening to Jim play the Irish tunes on the accordion.
She was also a member of the Mohawk Valley Institute for Learning in Retirement. Diana
valued learning and education and the opportunities it afforded. Her love of reading was
known to all those who knew her. When her children were young, she read them
storybooks every night and as soon as her children could write their names, she brought
them to the Utica Public Library to sign up for a library card.
Diana married Jim O’Looney on June 30, 1955, at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Killarney Co

Kerry. The loving and dedicated couple were married for 62 years. They cherished each
other and raised seven devoted children. Their lives together revolved around family,
friends, and community. Together they enjoyed sharing vacations with good friends,
volunteering at community and religious organizations, extending a generous hand to
friends in need, caring and delighting in their many grandchildren, and traveling regularly
to Ireland to visit Jim’s large extended family. Their love and generosity touched many.
Diana will be greatly missed as has been demonstrated in the last week with so many
friends and family reaching out to express sadness and support.
Diana is survived by her daughter and son-in-law Mary O’Looney and Jacques Pardo, her
daughter Katie O’Looney and partner Caroline Calder, her daughter Siobhan Silver, her
daughter Nora Keating and son-in-law Steve Keating, her daughter Ellen Hakala and sonin-law Scott Hakala, her son Michael O’Looney and daughter-in-law Annika O’Looney, and
her daughter Roisin O’Looney. She is also survived by her sister-in-law Ann Coupe; her
grandchildren, Maya and Sarah Pardo; Fiona Silver; Chelsea, Ian (Meg), Rory (Nicole)
and Chloe Keating; Christopher and Matthew Hakala; Maggie (John) Hartman; Luke and
Blake O’Looney; great-granddaughter Malia Matsumoto and great-grandson Maxwell
Hartman; and many beloved nieces and nephews. Diana leaves behind a long list of
cherished friends. She was predeceased by her husband, Jim O’Looney; sisters and
brothers Helen (Frank) O’Brien, Leo (Helen) Coupe, Roderick Coupe, Mary (Barney)
Norris, Henry Coupe, Deborah (Higgs) (Daniel) McDonald; infant daughter Bridgette; sonin-law Louis Silver; and grandson Morgan Silver.
Due to COVID-19, a private Mass will be held for the immediate family. An announcement
about a future celebration of her life will take place later.
Those wishing to donate to Thea Bowman House (731 Lafayette St., Utica, NY) in Diana’s
memory may visit https://www.theabowmanhouse.org. The family would like to thank the
Preswick Glen Community and Hospice and Palliative Care for their kindness and support.
Arrangements are entrusted to McGrath Myslinski, Karboski & Nunn Funeral Directors.
Online memorial and guestbook are available at www.mmknfd.com.
A private burial will take place in Calvary Cemetery, Utica, NY.

Cemetery
Calvary Cemetery
2407 Oneida Street
Utica, NY, 13501

Comments

“

We will keep your mom and all of you in our daily prayers.

Tim & Colleen Moylan Family - May 15 at 07:17 PM

“

Please accept my deepest condolences on the passing of Diana. She was a
wonderful, warm, sweet person, and I'm so glad to have known her.
Eileen McIntyre

Eileen McIntyre - April 30 at 04:39 PM

“

“

Ellen Thank you for your kind words. We will miss her.
Mary - May 09 at 09:22 AM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tom Loughlin Jr. - April 30 at 12:35 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tom Loughlin Jr. - April 30 at 12:32 PM

“

Edited eulogy
Diana, our mother was the center of the family. It is difficult to imagine our loss and
as time goes by we will cherish the fact that she was with us for so long and
understand deeply what it means to lose her.
Every event and celebration were planned after checking with our mother. She loved
family gatherings. She celebrated family weddings, anniversaries, births, first
communions, confirmations, and Bat Mitzvahs. They were all appreciated and
celebrated with equal pride and joy. Diana loved and took pride in her large family.
She wisely knew that the more we celebrated the more we would stay connected.
Diana was religious from an early age. The tragic loss of her father when she was 15
caused a heartache
that never quite healed. She embraced a faith based moral life and strove to live a
life that reflected the teachings of Jesus. She believed kindness, selflessness and
self-discipline were necessary.
When I became a mother, I realized how blessed I was to have a road map imprinted
within me as to how to raise my daughters. I tweaked the road map, but the core had
been modeled for me.
As children we knew we were loved and that there were parental expectations. We
were cherished, provided for and we knew no matter what happened we could
always return home.
Our mother shared her love of reading with everyone who her. She knew that reading
was the key to education and opportunity and she was dedicated as a mother,
teacher and volunteer to work with children so that they could enjoy and benefit from
the world of books.
At Preswick Glenn, Diana delighted in participating in the book clubs.
The most important bond in Diana’s life was with her husband Jim. Her marriage
marked her journey to adulthood. Marrying Jim was an affirmation of all that she
valued and of the person she wanted to become now that she had a partner to share
the rest of her life with.
Jim came from a large loving family of modest means. He loved learning and he
believed in his ability to not control, but to direct his destiny. He was loving,
handsome, gentle, humorous and optimistic about the future. She took his hand,
became his partner and never looked back. She followed, supported and loved him
on every level through every joy and hardship.
When I was little I thought of them as two people who looked alike and I assumed
that parents were somehow related, I now think that what I was seeing, or feeling
was their oneness. Diana loved Jim and loved being Jim’s wife and as a couple they
touched many people. They were loved and enjoyed as a couple -Jim and Di.
Diana took care of Jim for about ten years as he became frailer and dementia began
to set in.
She worried about his health, his safety and the future. Their last years together at

Preswick Glenn were a gift for both. They met new friends and participated in many
activities. They lived in a maintenance free residence and they welcomed family and
friends to their new home, which looked and felt so much like Springate street it was
hard to image that they had moved.
When Jim died , Diana’s heart broke. She fell back on kindness, selflessness, selfreliance and self-discipline. It got her through the day and her friends and family
stayed in touch, but without Jim, she was untethered.
As we tended to her the last few days , we would whisper you will be with Dad soon
and she would squeeze our hands and smile. We will miss her deeply and grieve at
the loss, but we know she left this world willingly and peacefully.
Mary O'Looney - April 29 at 09:31 AM

“
“

Your mom always greeted with a great smile
Joe Welch - April 30 at 02:16 PM

To all of the O’Looney family, our deepest sympathy. I think almost each of the Dunn’s went
to school with an O’Looney and we thought the world of your family. Your mom was always
a compassionate, kind woman and we have fond memories of your parents at our house,
your father playing the accordion, and the joy that they would bring with them. Many
blessings and love to each of you in your loss. Sincerely, Lorraine Dunn Eady(the
youngest)
Lorraine Eady - May 01 at 04:59 PM

“

To the O’Looney family. I am very sorry for the loss of your Mom. She was a sweet
women who raised a wonderful family and I know she will be greatly missed. You
have a lot to be thankful for, having such wonderful loving parents to support you,
your spouses and your children. I have fond memories of your mom growing up and
the wonderful times our families had together. The picnics, the camping trips to Cape
Cod, brown track pond etc., with the gang. Our parents are all together now in
heaven sitting around the campfire with your father playing the accordion. I will keep
you and your parents in my prayers. God bless you. Bob Kane & Family.

Bob Kane - April 28 at 09:46 PM

“

“

Bob Thank you. The camping trips were so much fun for parents and children alike.
Mary O'Looney - April 29 at 09:33 AM

Diana was always so friendly and welcoming at events & practices. She will be
missed.
Mary Margaret Krukonis

Mary Krukonis - April 28 at 03:40 PM

“

Diana was one of the lovliest people I've ever known. She always remembered the
names of my daughters and asked about them whenever I saw her, which amazed
me. Once I drove her to a Craobh Dugan dinner and we had the nicest talk about life
along the way. I'll always remember her kindness, gentleness, and wisdom. She was
a rare soul.
with sympathy to all the O'Looney family,
Sue Romero

Sue Romero - April 28 at 03:39 PM

“

Dear O’Loony Family,
My wife and I would like to extend our condolences, prayers, and love to you in this
time.
I met Diane back in the early 1980’s at General Herkimer School . As a new teacher,
she was more than willing to involve my Special Ed class with readings and works
outside of the established curriculum.
Her easy going temperament and personality made it easy to encourage non readers
to sit back and enjoy readings and literature that we comprised and presented with
overwhelming positive results.
Later we had the opportunity to be allowed into their personal lives through music as
well as conversations.,
She was a mentor, colleague, and ambassador to the teaching profession in
personality as well as reading. Her outlook on life was always positive and reassuring
for a better future for all.
I will truly miss her.
With sympathy,
Peter Decker
UCSD ( retired: Spec. Ed.)

Peter Decker - April 28 at 03:16 PM

“

We will cherish the memories of having Gran uncle Jim, Diana and our cousins visit
us in Killarney. She was the kindest lady and we always loved to chat with her. We
will hold the last card she sent us only a month ago closely and never forget the
good times. Rest In Peace, sending all of our love to all of our cousins. Miriam
looney, Killarney. Xx

Miriam looney - April 28 at 03:30 AM

“

The memory of Diana that was the most impressive and will stay with us forever is
that for all she did for Thea Bowman House and many, many people in need, is she
did it quietly and because it was the right thing to do and not for any praise or
acclaim. She did all she did out of love for others and again, because it was the right
thing to do.
Jean and I wish the family of Diana our condolences and the knowledge that Diana
was one the most beautiful and kind person we have ever known.
Love, Jean and Bill Taft

Bill and Jean Taft - April 27 at 04:05 PM

“

We loved Diana very much. We will never forget the great relationship that she and
Jim had. We recall a lovely dinner at their house many years ago. We always
enjoyed the music! We have known so many of her wonderful children. We wish you
all well and comfort in your grief. With love from Joan and Bill Blanchfield

Joan and Bill Blanchfield - April 27 at 10:57 AM

“

Very sorry to the families for this loss, thinking and praying for you during this sad
time. Dan and Kathy Robbins

Kathy Robbins - April 26 at 09:45 PM

“

I would see Mrs. O’Looney at the Parkway Senior Center gym on the weekends. She would
always come over to talk to me about her children who I attended grammar school with at
OLOL. She was very proud of them. Such a gracious and kind woman.
Michael Way
Michael Way - April 27 at 07:18 PM

“

Dear O'Looney family,
Our warmest condolences to you all as you mourn the passing of your wonderful Mom,
Diana. Our paths crossed often over the years with your dear parents at OLOL, the
Parkway Gym, Utica Public Library, Marriage Encounter, Landmarks Society.
Recently, I read your Dad's book which he humbly signed for me years ago at a
Landmarks' program on the Mansion grounds. What a romantic and heartwarming story of
a life well lived.
They will find each other in Heaven I am sure.
A beautiful tribute to your Mom, Mary, in your sharing with us who loved her... Sincerely,
Janet and David George
Jan George - April 29 at 11:51 AM

