Bernard J. Roback
December 11, 1927 - June 10, 2019

WHITESBORO – Bernard J. Roback, 91, passed away on June 10, 2019, in the comfort
of his own home.
He was born on December 11, 1927, in Utica, to the late Joseph and Sadie (Cieslak)
Roback.
Bernie served in the U. S. Navy and was honorably discharged in 1947. In 1951 he
married Elvira Topolski, a marriage of 57 years until her passing on January 1, 2009.
Together they had two sons.
Bernie was an avid hunter and enjoyed hunting with his friends from GE for many years.
Fishing with his brothers and sons was his favorite past-time. Bernie was a member of the
American Legion Post #1369 where he met Betty Reese in 2010. Together they found that
life was not only for the young, dancing every chance with Betty was a joy.
Bernie is survived by his sons and daughter-in-law, Brian Roback and companion, Linda
Castor, Forestport, Brett and Jill Roback, their son, Christopher, and his companion,
Gabby Reinhardt, Rome; brother and sister-in-law, Robert and Pat Roback, Utica; sister,
Jacqueline Purnie, Utica, sisters-in-law, Stephanie Roback, Webster, Jackie Roback,
Rome. He was predeceased by his brothers, William and Joseph Roback.
In keeping with Bernie’s wishes, there will be no public visitation. A celebration of life will
be held at a later date.
Arrangements are under the direction of McGrath, Myslinski, Karboski & Nunn Funeral
Directors, 470 French Rd., Utica.
Messages of sympathy at www.mmknfd.com

Cemetery
Mt. Olivet Cemetery
Woods Road
Whitesboro, NY, 13492

Comments

“

Growing up with Brian & Brett, I spent many hours at the Roback house in Sunset
Manor. Both Bernie and your Mom always made me feel welcome. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you. Rest in Peace Bernie, until we meet again.

Frederick Bangs - June 12 at 12:55 PM

“

Bernie was a wonderful man who always had a smile on his face.He was an
inspiration to us all, at 91 still having a good time dancing and spending time with his
sons right up to the end!
RIP Bernie, you are remember always!
Our deepest sympathy to his family and Betty
Love
Jim and Deb Mew

Deborah Mew - June 12 at 09:35 AM

“

Betty,
I am so sorry on the death of Bernie. The two of you had so much fun together
At the legion and especially dancing!! I will miss him and his laugh and conversation.
RIP Bernie.

cindy kelly - June 11 at 10:15 PM

“

brian and brett so sorry for your loss whenever i ran into your dad he always greeted me
with that big smile and laughter . may he rest in peace
ralph petronella - June 13 at 07:18 PM

“

Our corner of the world shines less than it did on June 9. Bye, Bernie
Richard Waldron - Yesterday at 10:23 PM

